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WUDU- understanding the Quran and 
the Sunnah. 

A practical understanding of Wudu 
and how to correctly perform it



• Objectives 

• Read Quran 

• Translation  

• Tafsir 

• Relevant Hadith 

• Relevant Dua  

• Fiqh of wudu 

• Practical demonstration  

• Any questions on wudu



Quran recitation 

• Surah 5, verse 6.







Translation 



• O you who believe! When you stand (intend) to offer 
the Salah (the prayer), then wash your faces and your 
hands (forearms) up to the elbows, rub (by passing 
wet hands over) your heads, and (wash) your feet up 
to the ankles. If you are in a state of Janaba, purify 
yourselves (bathe your whole body). But if you are ill 
or on a journey or any of you comes from the Gha'it 
(toilet) or you have touched women and you find no 
water, then perform Tayammum with clean earth and 
rub therewith your faces and hands. Allah does not 
want to place you in difficulty, but He wants to purify 
you, and to complete His Favor to you that you may 
be thankful.



Commentary for Quran verse



• (When you stand for (intend to offer) the Salah,) Allah 
commanded performing Wudu' for the prayer. This is 
a command of obligation in the case of impurity, and 
in the case of purity, it is merely a recommendation. It 
was said that in the beginning of Islam, Muslims had 
to perform Wudu' for every prayer, but later on, this 
ruling was abrogated. It was said, "The Prophet used 
to perform Wudu' before every prayer. On the Day of 
Victory, he performed Wudu' and wiped on his Khuffs 
and prayed the five prayers with one Wudu'. `Umar 
said to him, `O Messenger of Allah! You did something 
new that you never did before.' The Prophet said, `I 
did that intentionally O `Umar!)



• Ahmad recorded that `Ubaydullah bin `Abdullah bin `Umar 
was asked; "Did you see `Abdullah bin `Umar perform 
Wudu' for every prayer, whether he was in a state of 
purity or not, it was said that the Messenger of Allah was 
earlier commanded to perform Wudu' for every prayer, 
whether he needed it or not. When that became hard on 
him, he was commanded to use Siwak for every prayer, 
and to perform Wudu' when Hadath (impurity) occurs.  

• `Abdullah (Ibn `Umar) thought that he was able to do that 
(perform Wudu' for every prayer) and he kept doing that 
until he died.'' This practice by Ibn `Umar demonstrates 
that it is encouraged, not obligatory, to perform Wudu' 
for every prayer, and this is also the opinion of the 
majority of scholars.  



• Muslim recorded that Ibn `Abbas said, "We were with 
the Prophet when he went to answer the call of nature 
and when he came back, he was brought some food. 
He was asked, `O Messenger of Allah! Do you want to 
perform Wudu'' He said, 

• Why Am I about to pray so that I have to make 
Wudu'.) 

• These are all actions that are there to make it easy for 
us and ease difficulty. 



• (Actions are judged by their intentions, and each person will 
earn what he intended.) It is also recommended before 
washing the face that one mentions Allah's Name for the 
Wudu'. A Hadith that was narrated by several Companions 
states that the Prophet said,  

• (There is no Wudu' for he who does not mention Allah's Name 
over it.) It is also recommended that one washes his hands 
before he puts his hands in the vessel of water, especially after 
one wakes up from sleep, for the Two Sahihs recorded that 
Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 

• (If one of you wakes up from his sleep, let him not put his hand 
in the pot until he washes it thrice, for one of you does not 
know where his hand spent the night.) 



Reward for wudu

• On the Day of Resurrection, my Ummah will be called "those with the 
radiant appendages'' because of the traces of Wudu'. Therefore, 
whoever can increase the area of his radiance should do so.) Muslim 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, "I heard my intimate friend (the 
Messenger ) saying, 

• (The radiance of the believer reaches the areas that the water of (his) 
Wudu' reaches.)'' Allah said next, 

•  `Uthman said, `I saw the Prophet performing Wudu' like this, and said, 

• (If anyone performs Wudu' like that of mine and offers a two-Rak`ah 
prayer during which he does not think of anything else, then his past 
sins will be forgiven.)''' Al-Bukhari and Muslim also recorded this Hadith.



Importance of washing the feet

• (and your feet up to ankles.) Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn `Abbas 
stated that the Ayah refers to washing (the feet). This clearly indicates 
the necessity of washing the feet, just as the Salaf have said, and not 
only wiping over the top of the bare foot. 

• We mentioned the Hadiths by the two Leaders of the Faithful, `Uthman 
and `Ali, that the Messenger of Allah washed his feet for Wudu', either 
once, twice or thrice. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that `Abdullah 
bin `Amr said, "The Messenger of Allah was once late during a trip we 
were taking, and he caught up with us when the time remaining for the 
`Asr prayer was short. We were still performing Wudu' (in a rush) and 
we were wiping our feet. He shouted at the top of his voice, 

• (Perform Wudu' thoroughly. Save your heels from the Fire.)'' 



• The same narration was also collected in the Two Sahihs from Abu 
Hurayrah. Muslim recorded that `A'ishah said that the Prophet said, 

• (Perform Wudu' thoroughly. Save your heels from the Fire.) `Abdullah 
bin Al-Harith bin Jaz' said that he heard the Messenger of Allah 
saying, 

• (Save your heels and the bottom of the feet from the Fire. ) It was 
recorded by Al-Bayhaqi and Al-Hakim, and this chain is Sahih. Muslim 
recorded that `Umar bin Al-Khattab said that a man once performed 
Wudu' and left a dry spot the size of a fingernail on his foot. The 
Prophet saw that and he said to him, 

• (Go back and perform proper Wudu'.) Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi 
also recorded that Anas bin Malik said that a man came to the 
Prophet , after he performed Wudu' and left a dry spot the size of a 
fingernail on his foot. The Messenger of Allah said to him, (Go back 
and perform proper Wudu'.) 



• Imam Ahmad recorded that some of the wives of the Prophet 
said that the Prophet saw a man praying, but noticed a dry spot 
on his foot, the size of a Dirham. The Messenger of Allah ordered 
that man to perform Wudu' again. This Hadith was also collected 
by Abu Dawud from Baqiyyah, who added in his narration, "And 
(the Prophet ordered him) to repeat the prayer.'' This Hadith has 
a strong, reasonably good chain of narrators. Allah knows best. 

• Hadith that Humran narrated, `Uthman washed between his 
fingers when he was describing the Wudu' of the Prophet . The 
collectors of the Sunan recorded that Laqit bin Sabrah said, "I 
said, `O Messenger of Allah! Tell me about Wudu'.' The 
Messenger replied, 

• (Perform Wudu' thoroughly, wash between the fingers and 
exaggerate in rinsing your nose, unless you are fasting.)''



Tayammum

• (But if you are ill or on a journey or any of you comes from the Gha'it (toilet), or 
you have touched women and you find no water, then perform Tayammum with 
clean earth and rub therewith your faces and hands.) Yet, Al-Bukhari mentioned 
an honorable Hadith here specifically about the Tafsir of this noble Ayah. He 
recorded that `A'ishah said, "Upon returning to Al-Madinah, a necklace of mine 
was broken (and lost) in Al-Bayda' area. Allah's Messenger stayed there and 
went to sleep with his head on my lap. Abu Bakr (`A'ishah's father) came and hit 
me on my flank with his hand saying, `You have detained the people because of 
a necklace' So I wished I were dead because (I could not move) the Messenger 
was sleeping on my lap and because of the pain Abu Bakr caused me. Allah's 
Messenger got up when dawn broke and there was no water. So Allah revealed, 

• (O you who believe! When you stand (intend) to offer As-Salah (the prayer), then 
wash your faces) iuntil the end of the Ayah. Usayd bin Al-Hudayr said, `O the 
family of Abu Bakr! Allah has blessed the people because of you. Therefore, you 
are only a blessing for the people.''



• Messenger of Allah said Allah does not want to place you in 
difficulty,) This is why He made things easy and lenient for you. 
This is why He allowed you to use Tayammum when you are ill and 
when you do not find water, to make things comfortable for you 
and as mercy for you. Allah made Tayammum in place of Wudu', 
and Allah made it the same as ablution with water for the one who 
it is legitimate for, except for certain things, as we mentioned 
before. For example; Tayammum only involves one strike with the 
hand on the sand and wiping the face and hands. Allah said, 

• (but He wants to purify you, and to complete His favor on you that 
you may be thankful.) for His bounties on you, such as His easy, 
kind, merciful, comfortable and lenient legislation. 

• The Sunnah encourages supplicating to Allah after Wudu' and 
states that those who do so are among those who seek to purify 
themselves, as the Ayah above states.



• The prophet pbuh narrated the following: 

• Any Muslim who performs Wudu' properly, then stands up and 
prays a two Rak'ah prayer with full attention in his heart and 
face, will earn Paradise.) I said, `What a good statement this 
is!' A person who was close by said, `The statement he said 
before it is even better.' When I looked, I found that it was 
`Umar, who said, `I saw that you just came. The Prophet said; 

• (When any of you performs Wudu' properly and says, `I bear 
witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah 
and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger', the eight 
doors of Paradise will be opened for him so that he can enter 
from any door he wishes.)'' This is the wording collected by 
Muslim.



Hadith 1

• Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: I heard the Messenger of 
Allah (PBUH) saying: "On the Day of Resurrection, my followers (or Ummah) will be 
summoned `Al-Ghurr Al-Muhajjalun' from the traces of Wudu'. Whoever can 
increase the area of his radiance should do so.''[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]. 

• Commentary: The word "Ghurr'' is the plural of  "Agharr''  which means shining or 
white. It is used for animals (like a horse), i.e., a white mark on its face. Here, it refers 
to that radiance which will issue from the brows of the believers on the Day of 
Resurrection and which will make them prominent.  

• Muhajjalun is from Tahjil  which also means whiteness but it is used for that 
whiteness which is found on all the four or at least on three legs of a horse. Here, it 
refers to that light which will shine through the hands and feet of the believers 
because of their habit of performing Wudu'. This means that the believers among 
the Muslims will be distinguished from other communities by virtue of the brightness 
radiating from their faces, hands and feet on the Day of Resurrection in the same 
way that a horse with a white forehead is easily distinguised from other horses.



Hadith 2

• Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah 
(PBUH) said, "When a Muslim, or a believer, washes his face (in the course of 
Wudu'), every sin which he committed with his eyes, will be washed away from 
his face with water, or with the last drop of water; when he washes his hands, 
every sin which is committed by his hands will be effaced from his hands with 
the water, or with the last drop of water; and when he washes his feet, every sin 
his feet committed will be washed away with the water, or with the last drop of 
water; until he finally emerges cleansed of all his sins.''[Muslim]. 

• Commentary:  Wudu' is a means of remission of minor sins, provided those 
sins are not related to the rights of people because they too will not be forgiven 
without penitence and compensating the aggrieved or the wronged. 

• That is to say, such minor sins are washed off by Wudu'. In other words, Wudu' 
is a means of purification of the body as well as the soul.



What to recite at start of wudu





What to recite after wudu







FIQH OF WUDU BRIEF OVERVIEW



PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION OF WUDU 

Wudu  

Wiping over khuffs or socks 

Use of Miswak 

Tayammum  



Any questions relevant to topic today? 

DUA & FINISH


